S252

said: Now I have to get right with
America. I have to resolve this issue of
being undocumented.

That means Oscar decided to move
back to Mexico. He was living in Mex-
ico—the law required him to stay there
for 10 years. That is how the law is
written. He petitioned the TUnited
States for a chance to come back in.
Eventually he was given a waiver.
Oscar Vazquez came back, became a
citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica, and the first thing he did was en-
list in the U.S. Army. He went into
combat in Afghanistan, and he came
home after having served our Nation
honorably and now is working for a
major railroad in the State of Mon-
tana, with his wife and children.

That is the story of one DREAMer,
one DREAMer who was given a chance
and has made a difference in America.
He not only served in our military, but
he had a degree in mechanical engi-
neering. He is going to be a job creator,
a job builder himself.

So what do the House Republicans
want to do to people such as Oscar
Vazquez? Deport them. That is exactly
what they called for. They are dream
killers. That isn’t right. We ought to
give Oscar, young men and women just
like him a chance to succeed and a
chance to make America better.

I have stood on this floor over 50
times with color photographs such as
this one by my side and told the stories
of DREAMers. This last weekend I was
in Chicago and six of them came for-
ward and told their stories. Each and
every one of them had a compelling
reason for us to defeat this mean-spir-
ited amendment that came out of the
House of Representatives.

The President will veto it if it gets to
his desk, but I hope we will do better in
the Senate. I hope there are enough
Senators on both sides of the aisle, 60-
plus, who will stand up for the
DREAMers of America. This is a test.
It is a test as to whether we believe in
fairness and justice and the value that
immigrants such as Oscar Vazquez
bring to the future of America.

The House of Representatives just
doesn’t see it. They are blinded by
their hatred for these immigrants, and
they continue to pass these mean-spir-
ited amendments. We can do better. We
must do better as a nation. Let us
stand up for the DREAMers, and let us
all be dedicated to passing comprehen-
sive immigration reform. Our immigra-
tion laws are broken. Our system is
broken. It is time for us to accept our
responsibility and repair it.

We passed a bill a year and a half ago
on the floor of the Senate with 68
votes—14 Republicans—Republicans
and Democrats voted for it and sent it
over to the House of Representatives
and it languished for a year and a half.
They refused to even call it or consider
it. Our immigration system is still bro-
ken. Withholding money from the De-
partment of Homeland Security,
threatening with these riders that are
dream Kkillers for so many young people
in America, that is unacceptable.
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I will stand on this floor as long as it
takes to defend this DREAM Act and
people such as Oscar Vazquez, who con-
tribute to America and make it a bet-
ter nation. I hope we will have bipar-
tisan support for defeating the House
of Representatives’ riders that have
been branded by the President as unac-
ceptable and he will veto.

I yield floor.

————————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the Democrats controlling the first
half and the Republicans controlling
the final half.

The Senator from Missouri.

———

REMEMBERING PAT GRAY

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President,
people who work in politics sometimes
suffer a bad image. People who run for
office, obviously, sometimes suffer a
bad image. But sometimes even worse
is the image that what we call the po-
litical handlers have—those people who
have made a career of professionally
helping people get elected. They are
seen as ruthless, as hired guns, as ag-
gressive, even soulless, unprincipled. I
am here to talk about one of those po-
litical operatives, but this political op-
erative was special. This political oper-
ative was my friend. He was principled,
he was brave, but most of all he was a
patriot. Pat Gray passed away very re-
cently and he will be missed.

Pat grew up in Oklahoma. After serv-
ing 4 years in the Navy, he moved to
Kansas City where he took a job with
the Kansas City Power and Light Com-
pany. He also became very active in
the Jaycees. He found that work as
part of the Jaycee organization was ex-
hilarating. He had his first taste of
working on campaigns to improve the
community and he was hooked.

Very quickly he moved into adver-
tising. That advertising job then
morphed into working on political
campaigns. Pat made his bones in 1982
as a political consultant when he took
on the city incumbent county execu-
tive in Jackson County, MO. Jackson
County is the county where the person
who used to have this desk is from,
Harry Truman. Jackson County is the
county that contains Kansas City.

It was then and still is a place where
Democrats do well. So for Pat Gray to
take on a candidate to be a sitting in-
cumbent county executive was quite
brave because, as I am sure the Pre-
siding Officer understands, politics is
rough locally. When someone takes on
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a powerful person in the predominating
party in a community, there is usually
a price to pay, but Pat was not de-
terred. His candidate, Bill Waris, beat
that sitting county executive, Dale
Baumgardner, in 1982.

The following year Pat was hired in
an important mayoral campaign where
he was also successful, electing the
Kansas City mayor. Pat was low key,
but he was aggressive. Pat had little
ego but lots of laser-like strategy. He
was very easy going, but he was very
hard on his opponents. As one Kansas
Citian put it after Pat had passed
away: Pat slid into second with his
spikes in the air. So you either had to
make a very good throw or get out of
the way.

That was his style, very hands-on. He
wanted to win badly. Pat was instru-
mental in electing the first woman as
Jackson County executive, the first
woman as Jackson County pros-
ecutor—my campaign for that office in
1992—and the first woman as mayor of
Kansas City.

He helped to elect mayors, legisla-
tors, city council members, too many
for me to name, too many campaigns,
too many candidates. Nine out of ten
times he was successful. He helped me
throughout my career. I remember viv-
idly in 1990, when I was running for the
county legislature, his coming to my
home in Coleman Highlands with a
camera and shooting a commercial
with me sitting on my living room
couch, just the two of us. He became a
trusted advisor and my dear friend
until his death.

As I stand at the very desk Harry
Truman used in the Senate, I stand
here in part because of his help and his
loyalty. I will be reaching for the
phone to call Pat Gray countless times
in the coming years. While he helped
many candidates, including me, it was
on community issues that his record
was particularly impressive. The e-tax
renewal in Kansas City, which many
thought had no chance, Pat success-
fully steered; the renewal and
invigoration of our sports complex in
Kansas City, the home of the division
champion Kansas City Royals and our
Kansas City Chiefs. Pat Gray
strategized a brilliant campaign to re-
vitalize downtown Kansas City through
the building of a major sports arena,
which has now resulted in blocks and
blocks of revitalization. In fact, real
estate in Kansas City—residential real
estate in downtown Kansas City—is
now a hot ticket in large part because
of Pat Gray; the very first area trans-
portation tax, which gave a lifeline to
thousands of Kansas Citians in the
urban center, allowing them to find
that way to get to work; a property tax
for indigent care at Truman Medical
Center.

Can you imagine anything that
might be more difficult to pass? Asking
people to pay more property taxes to
help care for the poor who were turning
up in the emergency room at our major
local hospital, Pat Gray did that; addi-
tional tax moneys for both police and
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